Instruction Shopify App: “Deal of the Hour”

Reference: https://www.kettner-edelmetalle.ch/aktionen/produkt-der-stunde
-> This is a custom made webshop that has built this feature itself.


Functionality:
· Merchants should be able to select a row of products that will be offered in a sell off promotion. The deal ends when the hour has passed or the items have been sold out (more about sold out items further below in the settings section)
· Merchants should be able to select a price discount for these articles that is displayed only during that time slot. 
· Price Discount can be given as a percentage or a fixed nominal discount ( 10% off vs 10$ off) 
-> This discount should be highlighted in a bubble somewhere (take the reference 1:1 as your design guideline, they are doing a good job, dont reinvent the wheel here. We can copy them in their elements)
· Merchants should have some sort of menu where they can select which product is offered in which time slot at which price. Any simple nicely designed table would be sufficient 
· Merchants need to select the time interval: 1 hour, 30min, 15min (custom amount of minutes), 6 hours, 1 day (deal of the day)
-> This will be the countdown which will be displayed in the frontend
· We will give a standard pre filled out title and subtile for the promotion, but merchants should be able to edit these fields.
· Next Deals should be highlighted like the reference site has it (in wayyyy later versions we could allow this to be turned off so only the current deal is visible and not the future ones, but I see little value in that now)
· Show live number of units inventory left and units sold in a bar (see reference site)


This table here is pretty basic. It could cover the entire day, but I dont think it makes sense to offer it throughout the entire night, I think the focus should be on the peak hours.
We need to highlight the time zone, so merchants should select in the onboarding process which time zone they want to pick for this.

Inside the table we highlight the relevant information about the Deal:
SKU, Short title, price, discount given
We could go extra fancy and highlight in the table which deals have passed, which are currently running and which are coming soon. Any color highlight for it would be cool.
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· We need a dashboard showing the total amount of: units sold per slot, revenue per slot, then daily summary / weekly summary/ custom time frame summary
-> Lets work together on how to design such a dashboard in a meaningful way.
→ Suggested Dashboard Design
Think like a merchant checking their morning numbers. The layout should answer 3 questions at a glance:
1. “How did I do today / this week?” → Top KPI strip: Total Revenue | Units Sold | Active Deals | Avg Sell-out %
2. “Which slots make me the most money?” → Heat map grid (same 7×hours layout as the schedule) — cells colored by revenue. Hottest slots glow green, dead slots stay grey. Merchants instantly see which time slots work best for their audience.
3. “What’s the trend over time?” → Line chart below — revenue per day for the selected period (last 7 days / this month / custom range).
Below that: a sortable table — one row per deal slot, columns: Day | Time | Product | Avg Revenue | Avg Units | Times Run | Sell-out Rate %



Settings:
· Start each offer at the full hour (or whatever other time interval is in place) - even if the inventory is sold out - No inventory meaning the deal is empty and sold out until the next deal starts at the next full hour. 
· Set interval time (1h, 30min, 15min, custom etc)

-> Merchants could be able to select that the next deal automatically starts once the last deal is sold out. This would cause new intervals, new deals would then not start at the full hour and instead start at X:20h (if the last offer was sold out after 20min, then all new offers afterwards would start 20min shifted)


Where to display it:
It has to be some sort of CMS element inside shopify that can be placed on the main page, on a custom page.
-> Here I would need a bit help from you: kindly check what options shopify offers. How should we structure this app element. Where should it be displayed. Kindly send me your suggested solutions.
→ Suggested Solution: Widget Placement
Shopify gives us three real options. We recommend shipping the first two together:
Option A — Theme App Extension Block (recommended as primary): Merchants drag and drop the widget into any page via Shopify’s Online Store Theme Editor — no code required. Works on the homepage, collection pages, and product pages. This is the correct choice for maximum merchant flexibility.
Option B — App Embed Block (recommended as secondary): Auto-injected into every storefront page as a sticky countdown bar at the top — zero placement effort for the merchant. They simply toggle it on/off inside the theme settings. Ideal for high visibility without manual placement.
Option C — Dedicated Deal Page via App Proxy (optional): A permanent URL like yourshop.com/apps/deal-of-the-hour for merchants who want a full-page deal experience they can link to from navigation menus or ad campaigns.

Ideas: Homepage section, on Product detail page below in the section below the product/cross-selling, on a unique page or a unique category page.

Design:
I would like to offer elements that can blend into the theme of each merchant (bubbles, titles, prices with discount etc) , but I would also like to offer own more advanced designs. But I dont want to open the box here and build an editor to allow them to edit whatever single detail they want.

So lets start with 1 design and later offer multiple versions.
-> Here again I would need a bit help from you: kindly check what options shopify offers. How should we structure this design to offer:
· A nice design right out of the box
· Automatic customization so it blends into the design of each shop theme
Kindly send me your suggested solutions
→ Suggested Solution: Widget Design
Automatic theme blending: Shopify Online Store 2.0 themes expose their color palette as CSS custom properties (variables). We use those variables — such as --color-background, --color-foreground, --color-accent, --color-button — as the widget’s own colors. Result: zero configuration needed, the widget looks native in any theme automatically.
Nice design out of the box — 2 layout presets: Rather than building a full editor, we offer two ready-made layouts selectable via a single dropdown in the Shopify block settings:
• Strip: A compact horizontal bar, ideal for embedding inside page sections such as the product page or collection header.
• Card: A larger standalone card with product image, countdown timer, discount bubble, and inventory bar — ideal for the homepage. This mirrors the reference site (kettner-edelmetalle.ch) closely.
Both presets inherit the theme’s own colors automatically. No editor, no per-element tweaking — just one choice: Strip or Card. Additional design templates can be added as later versions.

